Acephaly: further evidence for disruption but not for amniotic bands.
Complete absence of the fetal head in singleton pregnancies is a very rare defect; to our knowledge there are only 7 reported cases. Decapitation by amniotic bands has been considered as the most probable cause. However, in none of the described cases except one were amniotic bands, constriction rings, or other related findings observed, raising the possibility that mechanisms other than amputation by amniotic bands are involved. We present a further case of acephaly and discuss the role of amniotic bands and alternative mechanisms of decapitation and a possible sequence of events leading to acephaly.